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News from the Node

GREETINGS! And apologies for the lateness of the newsletter. The AGM was held in
late December and numerous topics needed to be resolved before we could press
the SEND button to members. Major issues covered were the Association’s proposed
name-change, and the topic and venue for the 2010 conference. The AGM was
conducted via phone-link, making it a climate-friendly and casual-dress affair.

Name Change: ASLE-ANZ becomes ASLEC-ANZ in 2010

The numbers were tallied at the AGM and ASLEC (Association for the Study of
Literature, Environment, and Culture) was a clear winner, with ASLE and ASLCE tying.
The name change was felt to be necessary to demonstrate the broad interests of
the membership. It will also signal the diversity of the Association as we head into
promoting the 2010 ASLEC-ANZ conference.

The ASLEC-ANZ 2010 Conference: ‘Good Vibrations / Sounding the Earth’

The 2010 ASLEC-ANZ Conference will be held 20, 21, 22 October in Launceston, at
the University of Tasmania. The Inveresk site features the Academy of the Arts,

the Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery, and the School of Architecture. It’s a
puffless walk from the town centre so this won’t be a campus isolation experience.
The timing of the conference (Wednesday to Friday) allows for weekend exploration.
The Conference theme broadly is ‘air/vibration’; more generally ‘sound/silence’;
more particularly, ‘non/human music’ and the environment. Papers will be published
in the inaugural peer-reviewed journal of ASLEC-ANZ. Because this node’s particular
interest is theory and praxis, aspects of the ‘sound/music’ portion will benefit the
local community and environment; a tree for every delegate will be donated to
Parks and Wildlife; food will be sourced locally; bicycles will be made available; and
delegates will be asked to bring their own pots and Prince Alberts for the coffee
breaks. Conference Registration information, venue and accommodation details will
be posted to the ASLEC-ANZ website at the end of May.

Benefits for ASLE affiliates

Following the decision made after ASLE 2009 at Vancouver, AsLE affiliates will

not need to join the US organisation in order to present at the US conferences. In
addition, AsLE affiliates are being offered reduced rates for subscription to ISLE, the
official journal of ecological literary criticism and environmental writing for ASLE. The
offer includes online access to issues dating from 1996.

Another exciting initiative was this posting on the ASLE list server with the teaser:
““Imagine an electronic page for each species of organism on Earth...” — Edward O.
Wilson’. That is exactly what E.O. Wilson and others are setting out to do with the
new website Encyclopedia of Life. The website is profiled in the current issue of UTNE
and describes the protocol for posting new information and photographs to the site.

Finally, ASLEC-ANZ sends condolences to family, friends, and colleagues of Walter Isle,
a stalwart of AsLE, who died 14 January. | was fortunate enough to meet this gentle
man at the Flagstaff conference in 2001. Walter Isle (Rice University, Texas) served

as President of ASLE, and was the founding co-director of the Center for the Study of
Environment and Society.

ASLEC-ANZ Editor and Post-graduate vacancies; new banking arrangements

We're about to farewell Chris Coughran, Editor and Communications Officer. This
is his last issue as he prepares to return to University to study law. The Newsletter
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never looked so good; Chris also convinced the Wikidot.com folk that the Association
was educational and non-profit, thus overcoming the 5-member impasse on

the Green Grammar Dictionary site (which is now up and running). We have an
unlimited number of site members but still retain the private wiki status. Our thanks
to Chris on all accounts. If you are interested in joining the Executive as Editor of the
Newsletter and want to know what’s involved please contact Chris.

The Post-graduate position is open for a year-long stint on the Executive. ASLE-ANZ
thanks the out-going student representative, Stuart Cooke (ANU), for his contributions
over the past four years. If you're interested in the newly vacant position please contact
CA.Cranston.

Last year we lost Iris Ralph, Secretary/Treasurer, who took an Associate
Professorship and is already active in ASLE-Taiwan activities preparing a conference
‘Ecocriticism in Asia: Reorienting Modernity, Reclaiming Nature?’ to be held in
December. Prior to ex-patriating, Iris established a Commonwealth Bank funds
transfer account for membership dues, bless her heart. The position was filled by
Canberra-based Barbara Holloway, whose interest we hope is in (staying in) Place.

Contradictions and Commitment: the local, and the global

Speaking of which, last November | attended a local climate change gathering

where the general mood was one of constituent despair arising from perceived
government inaction. To my astonishment | found myself speaking out in support of
specific government actions, asking for a show of hands from those who had taken
up government initiatives such as the installation of photovoltaic panels; rainwater
tanks; and insulation. The response was heartening, at about 25-30%, but it was hard
to take the climate concerns of the remaining percentage seriously. Admittedly, not
everyone in that gathering could afford to take up the incentives. That wasn’t the
case of a local Green who challenged me for ‘making people feel guilty’. True, there’s
the potential for appearing petty and anti-social when dealing with houseguests who
waste water, power, and compostable scraps; but on reflection a modicum of guilt
might not be a bad thing, judging from the history of human rights abuse. The issue
for the individual, however, was that s/he was prepared to talk the talk but skip the
walk. As ASLE members we’re constantly experiencing the theory/praxis pull and

in danger of seeing the environment as a good ‘topic’ for a grant application or an
arts installation—or a conference. So the possibility of visiting more abuse (however
slight) on the environment as we pursue individual goals and careers is real, through
not always consciously done. This is the frustration | grapple with, in preparing the
CFP for the October conference. More on that later.

2009 ended with a collective sigh. It began, in collective memory, on February 7
with Black Saturday: Australia’s worst bushfires. Around Marysville the death toll
included humans and millions of animals caught together in a violent destruction
of habitat—a result of nature’s burn-and-grow antinomy. Smoke reached record
altitudes, major dams choked on ash. The telecast image of a burned koala being
tendered water by a firefighter was one that broadcast pathos and national
distinctiveness. It counteracted the reverse image of anthropogenic disaster typified
by polar bears floating on ice. It highlighted also complex processes to do with human
action in which natural disasters seem to set in motion a unified impetus to restore,
renew, recover. For instance, in an endearing move (given his role as the Federal
Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts) Peter Garrett donned his former
hat and performed with Midnight Oil at Sound Relief, a fundraiser for victims of the
Victorian bushfires and, at the other end of the country, the Queensland floods. This
was vintage Garrett as Musician, in his element, acting to alleviate problems raised by
our non-negotiable planet. But Garrett is frustratingly human. He’s also the at-times
contrapuntal Garrett the Minister, dancing to a different tune as a Labor party ‘team
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player’. It’s a common and useful phrase—a sports analogy
that suggests cohesiveness, but also implies conformity. It

can be used to silence dissenters and shame boat-rockers
regardless of how high the oceans are rising. Unlike the

unity, concern, and action that attends the unpredictability

of natural disasters (most recently the external response to

the 12 January Haiti earthquake), major league team players

at the Copenhagen discord gathered under the delusion that
the planet is negotiable, that anthropogenic disaster can be
postponed (until November), and that dissenters and minor
league players can be silenced with chequebook diplomacy. In
a theory/praxis world it makes more sense to situate the next
Climate Change gathering on Tuvalu, rather than in Mexico. But
then we all have a bit of the ‘Garrett’ in us as we juggle the big
picture with art and ivory tower expediencies—the conference
trips; the research trip to the fragile Galapagos because it’s

the sesquicentennial of an important book. So, taking a cue
from the contradictions exemplified by Garrett the musician/
the Environmentalist, the committee will make it a priority

to see that the ASLEC-ANZ Music/Sound/Air conference not
only talks the talk and satisfies individual ambitions but walks
the slippery slope in its conscious use and replacement of
resources. The best suggestion by a member on how to achieve
a level of sustainability (other than the conference going cyber)
will receive discounted registration and ‘team player’ status.

A CA.Cranston

A note from New Zealand

Chinese artist Mu Yuming will be in New Zealand in Feburary
and March 2010 to paint portraits and videotape interviews
with the descendants of the first Chinese settlers.

‘It’s not just about the people and their stories’, says Mu, a
talented painter who has spent a decade in Europe. ‘There is
something greater we are trying to explore; not just personal
identity, but human identity’.

Mu is well placed to investigate these issues. One of his
parents is of the Naxi ethnic group, the other from the Han
majority. He grew up in the Yunnan capital of Kunming, but
now is returning to the land. His ultimate goal is to be a farmer.

Mu, and New Zealand writer and photographer Keith
Lyons — a founding ASLE-ANZ member now living in south-
west China’s Lijiang — have received funding from Internal
Affairs’ Chinese Poll Tax Heritage Trust fund, set up as part of
an apology to the harsh and unfair treatment of Chinese gold
miners and early settlers.

Together they’ve be travelling around New Zealand in the
footsteps of the gold prospectors, starting in the central Otago
Goldfields. They will demonstrate the ancient Naxi pictograph
writing during Chinese New Year and lantern festivals in
Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch.

X Charles Dawson
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LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT
Dear CA

First of all, it was great that you came

to the Muster and thank you for your
feedback comments. Spontaneous
comments received from all over, and now
up on our website, made us feel pretty
pleased with it. It was a lot of work, but
worth every moment.

| was prompted to look at the ASLE
website when Lyndal sent on the
newsletter and was interested to see that
ASLE-ANZ was founded in 2005 and no
doubt that reflects the actual date of the
registration of the organisation. But it
would be a shame if the real origins of the
movement in Australia are lost in the mists
of time.

It was conceived around a table at Ruth
Blair’s Environment, Community, Culture
Conference at UQ in 2002 and, after about
15 months’ gestation, in October 2003 it
was born at Chiang Mai Thai restaurant
in the Camden Haven during the first
Watermark Muster. We booked the back
room and all those interested gathered
over some good food and wine: Pete Hay,
Geoff Park (NZ), Scott Slovic (USA), Richard
Nelson (USA), Dinah Hawken (NZ), Mark
Tredinnick, Paul Kingsnorth (UK), Eric Rolls,
Elaine van Kempen, Lyndal Coote, | think
Charles Dawson was there too and there
were others.

At the end of the discussion we all threw
in some money — from memory $30 a
head — to allow the work of articles and
incorporation to proceed. So members of
that group were the first members, albeit
prior to officialdom. Please don’t think | am
being pedantic, | guess it is the historian in
me!

Somewhere over the last couple of
years | let our membership lapse, along
with many other things that have escaped
me during that time. Lyndal and | have
just made an executive decision that the
Watermark Literary Society should be
a member of ASLE and she is going to
organise that.

Best regards
Elaine vk

Elaine van Kempen,
Director, Watermark Literary Society
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Member Publications

ANNE ELVEY's first poetry chapbook Stolen Heath (Melbourne:

Melbourne Poets Union, 2009), a narrative series of

poems, was launched in late November 2009. A further

Stolen Heath chapbook, ‘Claimed by country’ was shortlisted for the 2009

Anne Elvey PressPress chapbook prize. During the year, Anne had poems
published in Blue Dog, Cordite, Eureka Street, Going Down
Swinging,Hecate, Island, Mascara, and Westerly and haiku
in Simply Haiku and Stylus. Two articles on ecological themes
appeared in the second half of 2009: ‘Ashes and dust: on (not)
speaking about God ecologically’ in Concilium: International
Review of Theology 2009.3 and ‘Can there be a forgiveness
that makes a difference ecologically?: An eco-materialist
account of forgiveness as freedom (aphesis) in the Gospel of
Luke’ in Pacifica: Australasian Theological Studies 22.2.

LUCY CHRISTOPHER’s new novel Flyaway — published in January
by Chicken House Publishing — has been shortlisted for the
2010 Waterstone’s Children Book Prize. Congratulations, Lucy!

P

LORRAINE SHANNON'’s piece ‘Touching Narratives’ appears in
the Ecological Humanities section of the Australian Humanities
Review 47 (November 2009), alongside the work of fellow
ASLE-ANZ members DEBORAH ROSE and KATE RIGBY which
addresses the topic of ‘Writing in the Anthropocene’. Articles
are available for download from the AHR website.

CA. CRANSTON'’s ‘Challenging Contemporary Ecocritical Place f’flﬁ e ettion

Discourses: Military Brats, Shadow Places, and Homeplace
Consumerism’ appeared in Indian Journal of Ecocriticism 2,
August 2009, 73—89.

Beautiful Waste: Poems by David McComb and Vagabond
Holes: David McComb and The Triffids, both co-edited by CHRIS
COUGHRAN with Niall Lucy, were published in September by
Fremantle Press.

In 2007 HILARY ELFICK published An Ordinary Storm (University
of Otago) which placed Shakespeare’s The Tempest in present-
day Polynesia. In April 2010 a specially edited version will be
published by Oversteps Press in the UK. For publication details
visit Oversteps Press and Hilary Elfick’s personal web page.
The original full and annotated edition is available from the
Department of Humanities, University of Otago.
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Some of you may remember George
Main talking about his new research
project which investigates the cultural
dimensions of climate change from the
perspective of place. The research blog
component of the project has just gone
live. If you're interested, feel free to get
involved online.

lan Johnstone is currently teaching a
course entitled ‘Thoreau, Emerson and
the Conduct of Life’ under the auspices
of U3A, an international adult education
organization run entirely by volunteers
who want to share their expertise ‘for the
greater good’. There are no exams, no
awards, no prerequisites. Currently there
are more than 35 courses, each written
and taught by retired experts, for older
people who love to learn new things. Each
course runs for 8—9 weeks; alternatively
the courses are available all year for
independent study.

LIBBY ROBIN, CHRIS DICKMAN AND MANDY
MARTIN. Desert Channels: The Impulse to
Conserve (csIRO, forthcoming, 2010).

This edited collection is the centrepiece
of a project that combines book, art
exhibitions and web-based materials
that explore various understandings of
the distinctive Desert Channels country
of south-western Queensland. Desert
Channels explores the impulse to protect
the varied biodiversity of the region, its
Aboriginal and pastoral heritage and
prehistoric heritage (including some

of Australia’s most important dinosaur
sites). The emphasis of the book is on
partnerships that conserve landscapes
and communities together. Conservation
can be accomplished in many ways, and
the book combines many voices — more
than 40 contributors in total — to show
that the impulse to conserve is shared
by local landholders, conservationists,
traditional owners, professional
biologists, artists and historians.

Desert Channels combines visual
appreciation of the region with
accessible text about its intriguing
natural history, its people and their
histories and the various ways that
people are working to conserve the
land, the rivers and the creatures. It is a
celebration of what people in the region
value about their place, and what visitors
might find when they visit.

¢ Sixteen chapters on the history,
natural history, Indigenous
knowledge and science of the
Desert Channels region;

e Art works by Mandy Martin, Faye
Alexander, Kalboori Youngi, Angus
Emmott and David Taylor

e CD of radio program Encounter
(from Alaska) (included in the book)

e ‘Local 4 x 45’ — text box series —
Pastoral Property owners talk about
their local impulse to conserve.
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Calls for Papers

SIXTH INTERNATIONAL SMALL ISLAND
CULTURES CONFERENCE

Guernsey
23—26 June 2010
Submission deadline: 10 March 2010

ISIC 6 will be held on Guernsey in
association with the second biennial ‘Art
and Islands’ event, which will include

a specially commissioned (temporary)
work installed by internationally
renowned artist Andy Goldsworthy,
together with an optional two-day pre-
conference study tour to Jersey.

Papers are invited on the theme of ‘Art
and Islands’ and/or aspects of ‘Islomania’
(the irresistible lure of islands — for
artists, tourists, migrants, travellers etc.).
Papers and panels on other aspects of
Island Cultures will also be considered.

Details about accommodation for the
conference will be added to the SICRI
(Small Island Cultures Research Initiative)
website shortly.

Proposals for papers and panels
should be emailed to prhsicri@gmail.
com in the following form (all in upper
and lower case, NOT capitals): title of
paper; name of author, institution and
email address; key words (maximum 8);
abstract (250—-300 words).

SEVENTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENTAL,
CULTURAL, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL SUSTAINABILITY

University of Waikato, New Zealand
5—7 June 201

The 2011 Conference on Environmental, Cultural, Economic and
Social Sustainability is to be held at the University of Waikato,
Hamilton, New Zealand from 5 to 7 January. The conference
will work in a multidisciplinary way across the various

fields and perspectives through which we can address the
fundamental and interrelated questions of sustainability.

Plenary speakers include some of the leading thinkers
in these areas, as well as numerous paper, colloquium and
workshop presentations. Participants are welcome to submit
a proposal for a 30-minute paper, 60-minute workshop, or
a jointly presented 90-minute colloquium session. Parallel
sessions are loosely grouped into streams reflecting different
perspectives or disciplines. Each stream also has its own
talking circle, a forum for focused discussion of issues. Virtual
participation is also available.

Participants may choose to submit written papers before
or after the conference for possible publication in The
International Journal of Environmental, Cultural, Economic
and Social Sustainability, a fully refereed academic journal. All
conference participants receive an online subscription to the
journal for one year after the conference.

If you would like to know more, bookmark the Sustainability
Conference website and return for further information - the
site is regularly updated. You may also wish to subscribe to the
conference and journal newsletter.

For all inquiries, please contact the Conference Secretariat.


mailto:support@onsustainability.com
http://www.sicri-network.org/index.html
mailto:prhsicri@gmail.com
mailto:prhsicri@gmail.com
http://onsustainability.com/conference-2011/
http://onsustainability.com/conference-2011/

FIFTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ECOLOGICAL DISCOURSE:
‘ECOCRITICISM IN ASIA: REORIENTING MODERNITY, RECLAIMING
NATURE?’

Tamkang University, Taipei County, Taiwan
16—18 December 2010

Submission deadline (abstracts): 9 March 2010
Response to submissions: 15 April, 2010

Contributions are invited for Tamkang University’s Fifth
International Conference on Ecological Discourse. We invite
papers that address Asian interests and contexts in terms of
diversely contested approaches to ‘modernity’ and ‘nature.
Papers that are cross-disciplinary in purpose and scope

are especially welcome. Such papers would engage with

a broad range of ecocritical projects and initiatives at the
various intersections of the arts and humanities, economics
and government policy, industry and technology, the social
sciences, and the natural sciences. The conference aims to be
representative of the many arguments emerging in ecocritical
discourse, including debates within specialized fields of study
as well as larger issues engendered by the crisis of human-
caused climate change affecting Asia.

Possible topics include (but are not limited to) the following:

e ecocritical readings of Asian art, literature and film

e literature, philosophy and religion and Asian ecologies

e ecofeminism in Asia

¢ ecology (Asian ecosystems, invasive/native species,
toxicity, etc.)

e the impact of global warming in Asia

e economic and demographic studies addressing climate
change, food, and species loss in Asia

¢ animal trafficking and animal rights in Asia

¢ bio/ecocentric public policy and political action in Asia

e ecocomposition and writing ecologies

e environmental justice/social justice/ecomarxism in Asia

® space, place, and globalisation

* biosemiotics

e ecotourism and ecopornography in Asia

* post-humanist readings of Asian art, literature and film
including the applications of cyborg theory.

The conference is organized by the English Department
at Tamkang University with the support of the Chemistry
Department and the recently formed Association of the Study
of Literature and Environment of Taiwan (ASLE-Taiwan).

Proposals for papers and panels are both invited. Presenters
are asked to prepare 20-minute (3000-word) papers. Please
submit your abstract in English or Mandarin (approx. 200
words). Send submissions in Mandarin or English to the
organizing committee: miracle@mail.tku.edu.tw. Proposals
in other languages will be considered if we can group these
together in one or more panels.

The 2010 ASLE-UK/EASCLE Conference
will be held at the University of Bath,
1-4 September. For details, contact Axel
Goodbody or Greg Garrard.

The theme of this year’s ALEcC Conference
(Cape Breton University, Nova Scotia, 1921
August)—‘The Ecological Community’ —is
meant as a provocation toward historical
recovery, toward theoretical or literary
imaginings, and toward communities that
exceed the merely human.

Keynote speakers are scheduled to
include fisheries scientist Dean Bavington,
acclaimed poet, essayist, and editor Don
McKay, journalist Alanna Mitchell,
poet Anne Simpson, and writer Harry
Thurston. Field trips will feature the Cape
Breton Highlands National Park and the
Sydney Tar Ponds reclamation site, among
other opportunities. With workshops, panels,
conversation sessions, and merrymaking, this
is shaping up to be a conference difficult to
top next year! For details, contact Richard
Pickard.

The International Society for the Study of
Religion, Nature and Culture, after meetings
in Florida (USA), Morelia, Mexico, and
Amsterdam, is now planning its fourth
international conference, to be held in
Australia in December 2010. For information,
visit the society’s website.

The American Association of Australian
Literary Studies (AAALS) 2010 Annual
Conference, will held in Washington, DC,
February 25-27, 2010, in conjunction with
ANZSANA (Australian and New Zealand
Studies Association of North America). Focus
will be on aspects of Australian, New Zealand
and South Pacific literary, film and cultural
studies. Given the recent publication of The
Macquarie PEN Anthology of Australian
Literature (published in the United States

by Norton as The Literature of Australia:

An Anthology) and The Cambridge History
of Australian Literature, the conference

will focus on the theme ‘A New Moment

in Australian Studies’. For details, contact
Nathanael O’Reilly.
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ecopoetics 06/07
(covering 2006—
2009) is packed
with poetry,
prose, criticism,
translation,
interviews

and artwork

from nearly 80
contributors,
including an
‘Australian Eco-
Poetics’ section
guest-edited

by Michael
Farrell. The 324-
page publication
contains ten color
plates; Bark beetle
translations;
sound walks; field
pages; slow texts;
dictionaries of
imagined flora,
and more. Visit
the journal online
at http://www.

ecopoetics.org.

The inaugural issue
of precipitate arts
and environment
online journal
(Winter 2009) is
now available.
Submissions for
future issues
should be sent

to Gwynne
Middleton.
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POSTCOLONIAL

ECOCRITICISM

Literature, Animals, Environment

Graham Huggan and Helen Tiffin

CFP: ANIMALS/PLACE
Chapter proposals are being sought

for an edited collection exploring the
relationship between animals and place.
The editors encourage submissions across
the natural sciences, social sciences and
humanities. Please submit proposals
(500 words, maximum) and a short CV by
March 1, 2010 to both Dr Traci Warkentin
and Gavan P.L. Watson. Selected
submissions will be notified by April 5.
Completed chapters will be due by August

1. For more information visit http://www.

gavan.ca/aip/.

OME will remember, pre-ASLE-ANZ,

Ruth Blair’s informal Environment
Reading Group at the University of
Queensland. Helen Tiffin, one of the
reading group’s more active members, is
now co-author (with Graham Huggan) of
a recent publication sure to be of interest
to ASLE-ANZ members: Postcolonial
Ecocriticism: Literature, Animals,
Environment (Routledge, 2009). Divided
into two sections that consider the
postcolonial first from an environmental
and then a zoocritical perspective, the
book looks at:

¢ narratives of development in
postcolonial writing

¢ entitlement and belonging in the
pastoral genre

e colonialist ‘asset stripping’ and the
Christian mission

¢ the politics of eating and
representations of cannibalism

¢ animality and spirituality

e sentimentality and
anthropomorphism

e the place of the human and the
animal in a ‘posthuman’ world.

Making use of the work of authors as
diverse as J.M. Coetzee, Joseph Conrad,
Daniel Defoe, Jamaica Kincaid and V.S.
Naipaul, the authors argue that human
liberation will never be fully achieved
without challenging how human
societies have constructed themselves in
hierarchical relation to other human and
nonhuman communities, and without
imagining new ways in which these
ecologically connected groupings can be
creatively transformed.

The latest issue of JASAL (Journal

of the Association for the Study of
Australian Literature) is now available
online. It contains informative reviews
of Rainforest Narratives: The Work of
Janette Turner Hospital (David Callahan)
by Maureen Clark, and Reading the
Garden: The Settlement of Australia
(Katie Holmes, Susan K. Martin and Kylie
Mirmohandi) by Helen Armstrong.
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3" Biannual Conference of
ASLEC-ANZ
The Association for the Study of Literature, Environment, Culture—

Australia and New Zealand

(An affiliate of ASLE)

University of Tasmania

Launceston
20, 21, 22 October 2010

Sounding the Earth: Music, Language, Acoustic Ecology

‘All of the sound we hear is only a fraction of all the vibrating going on in our
universe’ (ecologist and composer David Dunn, Nature Sound). ‘Since each thing is
made differently, each form of life hears a slightly different multiverse’.

ASLEC-ANZ invites papers, performances, photo/phonographics—on music,
language, sound, the earth—that reflect the multiversity of human and non-human
worlds; that investigate music’s power as intrinsic language to ‘transcend social and
cultural barriers’; that examine the process of remixing, recycling, renewing in sound
and the environment.

The proposed theme of the conference is Sound and the Environment. This theme
actively engages with the aural (human and non-human), and thus seeks to bring into
encounter human and non-human aural expressions and aesthetics; conservatory and
architecture; drama and legislation; arts and industry sustainability.

Among the topics that presenters will take up are: soundscapes and environmental
awareness; music modeled on nature; music performed collaboratively with nature;
the power of song (human and non-human) to change the way humans think and act;
Indigenous 'singing up' as a mode of resilience and joy. We envisage an extension of
the theme that includes the politics of sound and air.

Topic suggestions include but are not limited to:

* nature writing / nature singing / inherited language

* noise as pollutant

* silence as extinction

* noise as environmental aesthetic

* popular / classical / sacred music and ecology

* Music as environmental ‘bandaid’

* ‘silence’ in environmental art, film, literature and philosophy
* auditory perception; extra-human acoustic ecologies

* capturing sound / Unsound practices

The conference is to be held at the School of Architecture at Inveresk. This is the site
of the Academy for the Arts, and the Queen Victoria and Albert Museum, and is
situated on the North Esk, in Launceston. Accommodation in town is within Zimmer
frame walking distance from the venue.

Submission deadline is 15 July 2010. Abstracts should be no more than 250 words,



and should state IT requirements. Selected papers will be published in the inaugural
ASLEC-ANZ refereed journal. Registration information, venue and accommodation
details will be posted to the ASLEC-ANZ website at the end of May. In the meantime
questions should be directed to

Dr CA Cranston

ASLEC-ANZ President

CA.Cranston(@utas.edu.au
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